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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This is in response to the Applicant's arguments filed May 1 7, 2004 in which 
claims 1-8, 1 1 , 13-24, 27, 28, and 30-33 are currently pending. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



3. Claims 1 1 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kraft et al. (EP 0 865 188 A2). 

As to claim 1 1 , Kraft discloses a portable phone (fig. 1 ) comprising: a position 
detector that detects geographical position of the portable phone (position detector 13); 
and a dial mechanism (1 1 ) coupled to the position detector for selecting stored text that 
corresponds to a desired telephone contact, such that when a user selects the stored 
text, the dial mechanism dials a first stored telephone number when the portable phone 
is in a first defined region (e.g., cordless) and dials a second stored telephone number 
when the portable phone is in a second defined region (e.g., cellular) (page 2, lines I8- 
60 and page 5, lines 25-53). Kraft further discloses that the dial mechanism dials a first 
stored telephone number and communicates the detected geographical position of the 
portable phone with the call to the first stored telephone number (informing operator of 
both networks that calls will be diverted to another number based on parameters, page 
5, lines 39-53). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



States. 
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As to claim 28, Kraft discloses a method for making a call on a portable phone 
(Fig. 1 ), the method comprising the steps of: providing a position detector with the 
portable phone that detects geographical position of the portable phone (position 
detector 13); detecting the geographical position of the portable phone using the 
position detector (i.e., knowing its precise position, page 5, lines 47-53); selecting stored 
text that corresponds to a desired telephone contact (inherently present when 
performing the function of automatic connection with the cordless network, page 5, lines 
25-53); dialing a first stored telephone number corresponding to the desired telephone 
contact when the portable phone is in a first defined region; and dialing a second stored 
telephone number corresponding to the desired telephone contact when the portable 
phone is in a second defined region (inherently present when performing the function of 
automatic connection with the cellular network, page 5, lines 25-53). Kraft further 
discloses the steps of dialing a first stored telephone number and communicating the 
detected geographical position of the portable phone with the call to the first stored 
telephone number (informing operator of both networks that calls will be diverted to 
another number based on parameters, page 5, lines 39-53). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-2, 6, 17-18, 22, and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kraft in view of Kuwahara et al. (US 6,389,288). 

As to claims 1, 2, 17, 18, and 30, Lauper teaches a portable phone comprising: a 
position detector that detects geographical position of the portable phone (position 
detector 13); a processor coupled to the position detector that determines the position of 
the portable phone based on the detected geographical position when a call is received 
by the portable phone (CPU 10); and a dial mechanism (1 1) coupled to the position 
detector for selecting stored text that corresponds to a desired telephone contact, such 
that when a user selects the stored text, the dial mechanism dials a first stored 
telephone number when the portable phone is in a first defined region (e.g., cordless) 
and dials a second stored telephone number when the portable phone is in a second 
defined region (e.g., cellular) (page 2, lines 18-50 and page 5, lines 25-53). Kraft further 
discloses that the dial mechanism dials a first stored telephone number and 
communicates the detected geographical position of the portable phone with the call to 
the first stored telephone number (informing operator of both networks that calls will be 
diverted to another number based on parameters, page 5, lines 39-53). 

Kraft further teach determining the mode selection based on the position of the 
phone (page 5, lines 19-29), but Kraft fails to teach a processor coupled to the position 
detector that determines whether or not to ring the portable phone based on the position 
of the portable phone when receiving a call. 

However, the preceding limitation is known in the art of communications. 
Kuwahara teaches automatically using the ringing tone depending on the location of the 
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mobile user (col. 5, lines 1-5). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to implement the technique of 
Kuwahara within the system of Kraft in order for the mobile communication terminal to 
automatically select a ringing tone or vibrator when receiving a call based on the 
location of the user communication terminal without user intervention to manually select 
a desired mode to alert an incoming call. 

As to claims 6, 22, the combination system of Kraft and Kuwahara discloses 
everything as applied to claim 1 above. In addition, Kuwahara discloses that the 
processor does not ring the portable phone if the portable phone is in a predefined 
region (see Figure 13 entries for zones C5 and B 10, for example). 

Regarding claim 31 , Kaft in view of Kawahara teaches all the limitations. Kraft 
further teaches wherein the position detector comprises a global positioning system 
(GPS) detector (page 2, lines 1 3-1 6). 

Regarding claim 32-33, Kraft in view of Kawahara teaches all the limitations. In 
comparison to the step of not ringing the portable phone, but instead delivering a voice 
message, and when the assigned telephone number of the defined region is called and 
the portable phone is outside the defined geographical region, Kawahara further 
teaches when the mobile user is not in common area to receive ringing tone, col. 1 , 
lines 20-27, lines 63-67, setting of the mobile communication terminal is automatically 
changed based on the reported location information, col. 2, lines 54-58, which can 
perform the function of the claimed invention. 
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6. Claims 3-5, 7-8, 1 9-21 , 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination system of Kraft and Kuwahara as applied to claims 1 
and 17 above, and further in view of Finke-Anlauff (USPN 5479476). 

As to claims 3-4, 7-8, Kraft and Kuwahara fails to explicitly recite that the 
processor further determines characteristics of a ring signal. Kuwahara also fails to 
explicitly recite that the processor rings the portable phone with increased volume or a 
different ring tone if the portable phone is in a predefined region. 

In an analogous art, Finke-Anlauff discloses a portable phone comprising a 
processor (32 in Fig. 2) that determines whether or not to ring the portable phone based 
on the geographical position of the portable phone when a call is received by the 
portable phone (see col. 4 lines 5058). Finke-Anlauff also discloses, in Figure 3, that the 
processor further determines characteristics of a ring signal based on the geographical 
position of the portable phone when the processor determines to ring the portable 
phone, wherein the characteristics of the ring signal include volume, type, and tone of 
the ring signal, and wherein the processor rings the portable phone with increased 
volume (e.g., see row labeled sound volume) or with a different ring tone (e.g., see row 
labeled ringing tone) if the portable phone is in a predefned region (see Figure 3). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the combination system of Kraft and Kuwahara to include the 
determination of ring signal characteristics, as taught by Finke-Anlauff, for the purpose 
of providing the user with a wide range of adjustments that can quickly be changed (see 
col. 2 lines 1-5). 
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As to claim 5, the combination system of Kraft, Kuwahara, and Finke-Anlauff 
disclose everything as applied to claim 4 above. In addition, Kuwahara discloses that 
the type of the ring signal includes an audible ring and a vibration ring (see Figure 13). 

As to claims 19-20, 23-24, Kraft in view of Kuwahara fails to explicitly recite the 
step of determining characteristics of a ring signal. Kuwahara also fails to explicitly 
recite that step (C) rings the portable phone with increased volume or a different ring 
tone if the portable phone is in a predefined region. 

In an analogous art, Finke-Anlauff discloses a method comprising the step of 
determining whether or not to ring a portable phone based on the geographical position 
of the portable phone when a call is received by the portable phone (see col. 4 lines 50- 
58). Finke-Anlauff also discloses, in Figure 3, the step of determining characteristics of 
a ring signal based on the geographical position of the portable phone, wherein the 
characteristics of the ring signal include volume, type, and tone of the ring signal and 
wherein the portable phone rings with increased volume (e.g., see row labeled sound 
volume) or with a different ring tone (e.g., see row labeled ringing tone) if the portable 
phone is in a predefined region (see Figure 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination system of Kraft and Kuwahara to include 
the step of determining ring signal characteristics, as taught by Finke-Anlauff, for the 
purpose of providing the user with a wide range of adjustments that can quickly be 
changed (see col. 2 lines 1-5). 
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As to claim 21, the combination system of Kraft, Kuwahara, and Finke-Anlallff 
disclose everything as applied to claim 20 above. In addition, Kuwahara discloses that 
the type of the ring signal includes an audible ring and a vibration ring (see Figure 13). 
7. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bijanki et al (USPN 6539223) ("Bijanki") in view of Kuwahara. 

As to claims 13-14, Bijanki discloses a telephone system comprising: 
a portable phone (108 in Fig. 2) that includes a position detector that detects 
geographical position of the portable phone (see col. 2 lines 10-13); 
wherein the position detector comprises a global positioning system (GPS) detector 
(see col. 2 lines 12-13); a defined geographical region that is assigned a telephone 
number (see col. 1 line 60 through col. 2 line 3); and that rings the portable phone when 
the assigned telephone number of the defined region is called if the portable phone is 
within the defined geographical region (see col. 5 lines 6-15). 

Bijanki does not disclose a processor coupled to the portable phone that 
determines from the position detector the geographical position of a portable phone. 

However, the preceding limitation is known in the art of communications. 
Kuwahara teaches a control unit (corresponding to a processor) has facilities to set 
mode for incoming calls based on location of the mobile unit (col. 5, lines 1-16, col. 7, 
lines 7-40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to implement the technique of Kuwahara within the 
system of Kraft in order for the mobile communication terminal to automatically select a 
ringing tone or vibrator when receiving a call based on the location of the user 
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communication terminal without user intervention to manually select a desired mode to 
alert an incoming call. 

As to claims 15-16, the system of Bijanki and Kuwahara further discloses 
delivering a voice message instead of ringing the portable phone (e.g., the subscriber's 
answering service - see col. 5 lines 20-21 , or also the alerting message - see Bijanki 
col. 5 lines 27-32,), when the assigned telephone number of the defined region is called 
and the portable phone is outside the defined geographical region (see Bijanki col. 5 
lines 15-32). 

8. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination system of Kraft in view of Kuwahara et al. as applied to claim 17 above, 
and further in view of Fitch et al (USPN 6424840). 

Kraft in view of Kuwahara fails to explicitly recite the step of routing a call using 
the communicated geographical position of the portable phone to a second telephone 
that is the closest of a predefined group of telephones in physical proximity to the 
portable phone. 

In an analogous art, Fitch et al discloses the step of routing a received call using 
the communicated geographical position of the portable phone to a second telephone 
that is the closest of a predefined group of telephones in physical proximity to the 
portable phone (see col. 6 lines 45-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination system of Kraft in view of Kuwahara to 
include the step of routing a received call to the closest of a predefined group of 



Application/Control Number: 09/591 ,331 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2681 

telephones in physical proximity to the portable phone, as taught by Fitch. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make this modification because it 
would help expedite the service desired (such as pizza delivery, car towing, and such - 
see col. 6 lines 48-50 of Fitch). 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean A Gelin whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4847. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on (703) 308-4825. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



JEAN GELIN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



August 26, 2004 
JGelin 




